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Great success at the Transport For London (TFL)
construction recruitment event in East London
Notting Hill Genesis (NHG) Tenancy Support team
partnered up with TFL housing strategy team and
Housing Associations; Tower Hamlet Homes, L&Q
and Swan Housing, to put together a construction
recruitment event at the beginning of August. A total
of over 300 residents attended the successful
event. NHG residents mainly from the boroughs of
Tower Hamlets, Newham, Hackney and Waltham
Forest were in attendance.
Although the event started at 10am, by 9am there
was a long queue of keen local people. TFL were
registering resident’s interest in jobs coming up but
there were also employers with full-time/part-time
vacancies. Other companies in attendance had
apprenticeship opportunities and a couple of
construction training organisations were present
for one-to-one drop-in sessions. Some of the
employers were big companies such as Mace, Axis
Europe and Kier Group. A total of 21 employers/
organisations were in attendance.

Abigail Wynn-Jones, recruitment manager for Axis
Europe said: “This is a brilliant event; so many
residents with such a passion to gain employment.
I hope we can support them to develop their
careers. A big thank you to the organisers; they
have done an excellent job.”
NHG resident
Hannah Wiggins
said: “It is very
encouraging
to see a lot of
employers and
providers come
together to
engage local
people and
support us
into work. I had positive engagement with a few
employers, and I am hopeful one of them will
materialise into employment.”
The next stage is to work with the TFL and
pre-employment support providers to progress
residents who registered interest into the second
round of recruitment. We hope to have an update
for you in our next mailing as to how many residents
registered for training and/or gained employment
from TFL or other employers.
The Tenancy Support team are hoping to hold a
similar recruitment fair in other parts of London too.
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Volunteering’s Successful Summer
NHG has recently formed an ongoing
partnership with GoodGym to
help the wellbeing of residents and
improve the areas where they live.
GoodGym operates nationwide
and encompasses local groups of
runners who combine good deeds
with exercise. At Lee Samuel House,
28 runners helped to transform a
dilapidated allotment into one with
raised beds and levelled ground so
that residents can grow their own
food. It also paved the way for a
plaque to be erected at the site to
Cecile Nobrega, a former resident
who was an accomplished composer,
poet, sculptor and educator.

In July the Directors of Chelsea Football
Club spent the day volunteering at Bramley
Gardens, our sheltered scheme. NHG were
put in touch through a partnership with
Works4U, who source
corporate volunteers
to enable them to fulfil
their corporate social
responsibility. The
directors spent the day
revamping the garden
which was looking
tired and dull. The
team completed the
allocated work to a very
high standard leaving
the residents highly
impressed.

Residents at Cheviots Gardens, an extra care scheme, are
helping to run a new café thanks to a partnership between
NHG and a disability charity. ‘Down 2 A Tea’ café opened
in July and is managed by L’Arche, a charity that provides
help and support for people living with learning disabilities.
Each week members of L’Arche bring and sell cakes that
they have made as well as help to run the café, and Cheviot
Gardens residents are being encouraged to volunteer at
the café as well. All proceeds will go to L’Arche which is
currently fundraising to buy a fully accessible minibus to
transport members.

In August NHG held a family
fun day on one of our estates
in Feltham. This day included
repair demonstrations by our
repair partner Wates and free
financial advice for residents
from our Partner Shine. Housing officer Adam
said “The idea stemmed from the realisation that
some residents are unaware of how to do basic
repairs such as changing the battery in smoke
alarms or turning off the water supply in a kitchen
or bathroom if there is a leak. Our partners Shine
were also there to provide residents with useful
information on how to save money on their utility
bills”. Residents were delighted to have practical
help and there was also indoor and outdoor
garden games and face painting for children.
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